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O the different worms that are 


occaſionally met with in the 
human body, the Tenia is by far the 
moſt dangerous; not only on ac- 
count of the ſymptoms it excites, 


but of the difficulty with which it 


is expelled. Phyſicians in all ages 
have complained of this formidable 
enemy, as yielding with certainty to 
no known remedy. The curioſity 
of the public has long been excited 


with reſpect to the Morat method of 


treat- 


{ mi ] 


treatment. A Swiſs phyſician of the 
name of Herrenſchwand, more than 
twenty years ago, acquired no little 
celebrity by diſtributing a compoſi- 
tion of which he ſtiled himſelf the 
inventor, and which was probably of 
the ſame nature as Madame Nouffer's. 
Several very eminent men, as Tron- 
chin, Hovius, Bonnet, Cramer (a) 
and others, have written concerning 
the effects of this remedy. It ſeems 
that Dr. Herrenſchwand uſed to give 
a powder by way of preparation, the 
night before he adminiſtered his ſpe- 
cihc. Nothing could be ſaid with 
certainty concerning the compoſi- 
tion either of one or the other. The 
treatment was ſaid ſometimes to pro- 
duce the moſt violent effects, and to 


vi” ] 
leave the patients in a valetudinary 
ſtate. Dr. de Haen was diſſuaded 
by his friends from uſing it, becauſe 
it diſordered the patients too much 
(5). It will be readily conceived, 
now that we are acquainted with, 
Madame Nouffer's method, that 
theſe effects were occaſioned wholly 
by the purgative bolus. It is not 
ſtrange, that refin of ſcammony or 
jalap, combined with mercurius dul- 
cis and gamboge, all of them in 
ſtrong doſes, ſhould in many ſub- 
jects occaſion the greateſt diſorders, - 
Itſeems likely, however, thatmuch of 
the ſucceſs of the remedy depends on 
the uſe of a draſtic purge. Some of 
the ancients: who were acquainted 
with the virtues of the fern root ob- 
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) Rat, Medend. tom. iii. p. 361. 
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ſerved that its efficacy was increaſed Þ 


by ſcammony. Reſinous purges, | 
eſpecially when combined with mer- 
cury, have often been given with 
ſucceſs in caſes of Tenia, Dr. e 
|; Haen ſaw a worm of this ſort five 
! ells long, expelled by the refin of 
ﬀ _ jalapalone(c). Dr. Gaubius knewa Þ? 
"8 woman who had taken a variety of 
antihelmintic remedies without an 
effect, tho' ſhe had voided a portion 1 
= of Tenia an ell and a half long, pre- 
f vious to the uſe of theſe medicines: 
= but at length, after taking a purge, * 
[ of fingular ſtrength, ſhe voided the 
4 worm entire, Many other inſtances I 
; of the ſame kind are to be met with Þ} 
{ in authors. Other remedies have 3 
| occaſionally been given with ſucceſs. ® 


c) Rat. Medend. tom. 9. p. ; 66, 
In 


"= } 

In Sweden, it has been a practice to 
drink ſeveral gallons of cold water, 
and then to take ſome draſtic purge. 
Boerhaave ſays, that he himſelf faw 
a Tenia, meaſuring three hundred 


ells, expelled from a Ruſſian by 


means of the vitriolum martis (d). 


(d) Thſe ſolo vitriolo martts cum melle dato ex Ruſſo 
homme vermem trecentarum ulnarum exhuli. Prælect. 
ad Inſtitut, tom. vi. p. 180. I ſuſpe& an error of 
the preſs here, and that trecentarum ſhould be read 
tricenarum; altho' Baron Haller who publiſhed the 
edition from which I take this quotation, has not 
noticed it amongſt the errata. Even thirty ells will 
perhaps ſeem an incredible ſize to the reader who is 
a ſtranger to the Tenia; and yet there are very reſpec- 
able authorities to prove its having been ſometimes 
voided of that length. In the memoirs of the academy 
of ſciences at Paris, A. 1709. mention is made of a 
Tenia that meaſured 165 feet. Dr. Roſen, late firſt 
phyſician to the king of Sweden, has given an ac- 
count in the Stocholm memoirs, of a Tenia more 
than eighty feet long. (See Biblioth. raiſon. for 1748.) 
Tulpius (Ob. 42. L. 2.) faw fragments of a worm 
of this ſort, that meaſured above twentv ells. Many 
other inſtances of the ſame kind might be quoted, but 
I preſume theſe few will be fufficient, 
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All theſe methods, however, have been 

too often ineffectual. 


Many learned writers have im- 
agined that the Tenia is not a ſingle 
worm, but a chain of leſſer worms 
or aſcarides linked together in a 
continued ſeries. The ſtructure of 
the Tenia cucurbitina ſeems to have 
given riſe to this opinion, and it 
is remarkable that this worm has 
been confounded with the Tenia 
lata, by almoſt all the ancient phy- 
ſicians, and by many of the moderns, 
Platerus ſeems to have been the farſt 
writer who diſtinguiſhed them pro- 
perly. They are indeed very dit- 


ferent from each other, 


The Tenia cucurbitina probably 
derives its nouriſhment through its 
many | 
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many little marginal orifices. Where- 
as the Tenia lata has a common 
mouth in its filament or thread; it 
ſeems to have no marginal orifices, 
and its longitudinal vein is capable 
of being injected. M. Winſlow found 
means to fill the whole of this vein 
with a coloured liquor, and Dr. De 
Haen introduced a very minute ſilver 
tube, as far as he pleaſed, into it, in the 
human Tenia, without injuring it, 
altho' this could not be done in the 
canine Tenia (e). This difference 
in the organization of theſe two 
worms might be ſuſpected of making 
ſome difference in their reproductive 
power, did not experience prove 
them to be both equally capable of 


this. Even the earth worm which 


() Rat. Medend. tom. 3. p. 106. 
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is of a much more complicated ftruc- 
ture than either of them, is never 
theleſs as eminent for this reproduc- 
tive faculty as any other reptile. 
«© The reproduction of the earth 
« worm, ſays M. Bonnet, is much 
© more ſurpriſing than that of the 
polypus, as being of a fize infi- 
5 « nitely greater, and much more 
complicated in its ſtructure, We 
| find in it a large apparatus of viſ- 
cera, veſſels, muſcles, &c. It 
has blood, and that blood circu- 
lates. But above all, it is an her- 
maphrodite ; it unites the organs 
proper to both ſexes, and theſe 
organs, are of the moſt exquiſite 
ſtructure. The earth worm, tho' in 
appearance the loweſt of animals, 
might exhauſt the induſtry of the 
moſt ſagacious obſerver, who with 
the ſteadineſs of a philoſopher, 
« ſhould 
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ce ſhould confine himſelf to the exami- 
<« nation of this one object alone (F).“ 


If therefore, Valliſnieri, Coulet, 
and many other writers, ſuppoſed the 
Tenia to be made up of a number of 
aſcarides accidentally linked toge- 
ther to form one long compound 
worm, it was becauſe they could 
have no idea of the great and won- 
derful truths, which have been ſince 
diſcovered by M. M. Trembley, Bon- 
net, Spallanzani, Necker and others. 
And yet it is remarkable that M. 
Andry who publiſhed his Traité ſur 
la Generation des Vers, many years 
before the properties of Zoophytes 
began to be known, has the follow-- 
ing expreſſion. The Tenia or 
ce {olitary Worm breaks eafily in 
ce coming out of the body ; : and if, 
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(/ ) Comemplation de la Nature tom. 1. p. 257, 


« after 
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after being broken, that end which 
has the head of the worm happens 
e to return in again, this broken 
c extremity grows and regenerates 


again like a plant (g). 


or 


Cc 


It is an obſervation made by that | 
| ingenious anatomiſt Mr. John Hunter 


(5) that the living principle exiſts 


I in the ſeveral parts of the body, in- 


dependent of the influence of. the 
brain or circulation, and that it ſub- 
fiſts by theſe, or is indebted to them 
for its continuance ; and in propor- 

tion as animals have leſs of brain and. 
Circulation, the living power has 


— — — 


(2) Le Tenia, ou Ver ſolitaire, ſe rompt aiſe- 


ment en ſortant du corps, et ſi, apres s etre rompù, 


Fextremite a laquelle tient la tete, vient a rentrer, cette 
extremitè rompiie croit et repouſſe comme une 
plante. Tom. 1, p. 20g. 


(k) Natural Hiſtory of the Human Teeth. 
e leſs 


Fi. 
leſs dependence on them, and be- 
comes a more active principle in it- 
ſelf; and in many animals there is 
no brain nor circulation, ſo that this 
power is capable of being continued 
equally by all the parts themſelves. 
M. Bonnet has remarked, that we can 
diſcover no marks of circulation, ei- 
ther in the freſh water polypus or the 
Tenia (i), and therefore, both theſe 
may be conſidered as approaching 
very nearly, to the nature of plants. 


From what we now know of ani- 
mal reproductions, it ſeems probable, 
that the Tenia is very often multi- 
plied, by being accidentally ſeparat- 
ed into two or more portions, while 
it remains in the body. 
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With reſpect to the be ber 
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(2) Contemp, de la Nat. tom. ii, p. 70. 
| work 
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work, I flatter myſelf I am doing an 


acceptable office to the public, by 


putting it forth in an Engliſh dreſs : ' 
the authors of it are men — the moſt 


diſtinguiſhed learning and abilities, 
and the obſervations they have made, 
cannot be too generally known. 


To the teſtimonies they have col- 
lected to prove, that the efficacy of 


the fern root in caſes of Tenia, was 


known to all the ancient phyſicians 


and to many later writers, I beg leave 


to add the following quotation from 


our countryman Gerard. * The roots 
cc of the male fern being taken to 
the weight of half an ounce, driv- 


cc eth forth long, flat wormes out of 
ce the belly, as Dioſcorides writeth, 


„being drunke in mede or honied 
4. water; and more effectually, if 


te it be ren with two ſcruples or 
| « two 


„ two fied > of a dram of lca- 
«« + mony or of black hellebore : they 


? 
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A that will uſe it, faith he, muſt firft 
« eate garlicke. The female ferne is 
« of like operation with the former, 
as Galen ſaith.” Hiftorie of Nun, 


p. 1130. 
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| 8 the firſt edition of this work 
made its appearance, I have had an 
opportunity of ſeeing the good effect 
of the method deſcribed in it, in one 
patient, a labouring man, about forty 
years of age, who had voided portions 
of the "Tenia lata, at different times, 
during the ſpace of five or ſix years. 


He had taken many of the popular 
f remedies, but from none of them had 
, received any permanent relief, This 
G patient took the whole of the fern 


powder and bolus, but could not be 
perſuaded to make uſe of the injection 
| "0 | the 


* 
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the preceding evening; and it is per- 
haps to this omiſſion we may aſcribe 
his voiding the worm in detached pie- 
ces, as a complete evacuation of the 
Tenia lata will often depend much on 
the previous evacuation of the large in- 
teſtines. The cure, however, ſeems to 
have been perfect; for on recommend- 
ing another doſe of the fern, which was 
taken and worked off with Glauber's 
falts, no joints were evacuated ; nor 
has the patient had any complaints 
ſince. 


N 


To this caſe I have four others to 
add, which have been communicated 
to me by my learned friend Dr. Black- 
burne of Durham, and which the rea- 
der will find annexed to the preſent edi- | i 
tion. This ingenious phyſician, who 
is well aware of the violent operation 
of the purgative bolus, has aimed at 

aſcer- 


t 
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aſckxtaining the effects of a milder me- 

dicine uſed in its ſtead: and I cannot 
| help expreſſing a wiſh, that his obſer- 
vations on this ſubject may be purſued. 


There is one diſtinction which the dif- 
ferent ſtructure of the two kinds of 
worm will perhaps enable us to make 
in the mode of treatment, and it is this: 


in caſes of Tenia lata, when the whole 
of the proceſs has been carefully adopted, 


we generally ſucceed in our attempts to 
evacuate the worm entire; and to do 
this, eſpecially if the worm is of a con- 


ſiderable length, will require a very ac- 


tive draftic purge, ſuch as the bolus in 


X queſtion : but in caſes of Tenia cucur- 
bitina, the rings of which are ſo eaſily 


detached, we ſeldom obtain a cure, un- 
til the patient has taken more than one 
doſe of the fern root; in ſuch inſtances, 
therefore, it would ſeem as if the Ol. 
Ricini & Manna, given in the way 

es. men- 
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mentioned by Dr. Blackburne, or any 
other mild purge, would effectually an- 
ſwer our purpoſe. 


In the former edition, mention was 
made of two particular remedies, occa- 
ſionally uſed by Madame Nouffer, in 
worm complaints; but they are omit- 
ted in the preſent, becauſe the pills, 
which ſhe conſiders as a remedy againſt 
the Tenia cucurbitina, are too violent 
and precarious in their operation, and, 
at any rate, are capable of no. good 
effects, which will not be produced 
with more certainty and ſafety by re- 
peated doſes of the fern root and pur- 
gative bolus; and the remedy which 
ſhe ftiles ver mifuge and purgative tro- 
ches, and which ſhe uſually employs 
beforehand, with a view to aſcertain 
the kind of worm ſhe has to engage 
with, has no : progeaties different from 
thoſe 


e 
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| thoſe of its two principal ingredients, 
jalap and mercurius dulcis, when pro- 
4 perly adminiſtered. 


Juſt as the laſt ſheet of this work 
was going to the preſs, I was favour- 
ed with a letter from Dr. - Duncan, 
a celebrated phyſician at Edinburgh, 
which the reader will likewiſe find in 
the Appendix to the preſent edition. 


SAMUEL FOART SIMMONS, 
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1 Tenia with ſhort rings, ſome- 
times diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of the Solitary (a) Worm (5), ſojourns in 

1 - the 


5 
p * » * hy ©; * 
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(a) Commonly known in Engliſh hy the name of 
the Long Tape-Worm. 


(b) Lumbricus latus ſeu Tama inteftinorum. Plater. 
tom. iii. page 810. 


Tænia, Ver Solitaire, Solium d pine. Andry, Gener. 
des Vers. c. ili. art. 2. p. 73. 


Tenia a anneaux courts, Bonnet. Mem. des Sav, 


Etrang. vol. i. P · 478. 
Tania 


CS 
the inteſtines of man and ſome other 
claſſes of animals, and ſeems to derive its 
nouriſhment from the chyle that 1s pre- 
| pared in the ſtomach. — Various ſymp- 
toms denote its preſence. The patients 
complain of interrupted ſleep, a craving, 
and ſometimes a general diſreliſh for 
food; colic, nauſea, dizzineſs, itching at 
the noſe, vomiting, fluid and whitiſh 
ſtools ; ſometimes coſtiveneſs, ſlight ten- 
ſion - of the lower-belly, a painful ſenſa- 
tion about the ſtomach, which ceaſes when 
the patient takes nouriſhment; ſome are 
affected with cough, convulſions, fever 
preceded by ſhivering, and if the diſorder 


— » — 


Tenia Vulgarts, S Tania lala. Linnzi, Syſt. edit. 12. 
p. 1323 and 1324. - 


Tenia ſculis luteralibus geminis. Linnæi, Amoen. Acad, 
349. p. 78. tab. i. fig. 2. 


Tenſe prima Plateri. Le Clerc, Hiſt. des vers. tab. z, 
fig. mens 6. fig. 2.— tab. 7. ig. 1,— tab, 8, hg, 
1, 2, 


. Tænia Capitata. Vogel, de Cog. 
et Cur, Corp, hum. Affect. 177 2. p. 645 and 646, 
18 
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is not ſtopt or mitigated by ſuitable re- 
medies, they fall into maraſmus. 


The Worm (plate 1) which occaſions: 
theſe accidents, is long and flat, com- 
poſed of many very ſhort rings that are 
articulated to each other; and has a 
kind of vein running through its whole 
length, (plate 1. A.) which is more or leſs 
apparent.— This has occaſioned the Ger- 
mans to give it the name of flat ſhinous 
Worm ; It is not always of the ſame com- 
plexion, ſometimes it appears of a blueiſh 
or reddiſh, and ſometimes ſimply of a 
white colour; now and then it manifeſts 
itſelf only by a ſpot, which is to be per- 
ceived in the middle of each ring: in 
ſome of theſe Worms this ſpot is of a 
blackiſh colour, in others of a colour more 
tending to . white; and it riſes into a very 
ſmall prominence on each ſide, that is 
not eaſily apparent however to the naked * 
eye. The tail (g) or poſterior end has 
never been capable of examination hither- 
to, becauſe the Worm breaks, and the 
patients void portions of it occaſionally, 

B 2 either 
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either naturally or by the means of various 
remedies. Its body (c) which is uſually 
ſeveral ells in length and flattened like a 
ribband, becomes gradually narrow to- 
wards its upper extremity and at length 
terminates in a {mall thread like appear- 
ance (o) of a foot or more in length. The 
point (x) which to the naked eye appears 
very minute, when examined by the lens 
ſeems ſomewhat bulbous, and when view- 
ed through a microſcope that magnifies 
| powerfully, is found to be the head of the 
Worm, and is terminated by four horns of 

' unequal length, which are perhaps the 
channels through which the animal derives 
its nouriſhment. The body of the Worm 


extends itſelf throughout the whole inteſ- 


tinal canal, and often reaches even to the 
anus. It has been named Solitary Norm (Ver 
Solitaire) becauſe there commonly exiſts 
only one in the ſame ſubject; ſometimes 
however, two of them are found together; 
and ſometimes, after the expulſion of the 
firſt, there regenerates a ſecond. It is by 
no means eaſy to remove this Worm; the 


purgative vermifuge remedies commonly 
- | uſed 


LI 


uſed in phyſic, bring away portions of it, 
which we are always obliged to break, 
in order to ſeparate them from thoſe 
which remain behind; it ſeldom happens 
that they effect a compleat cure, 


The reader muſt be careful not to 
confound, with the Worm we have juſt 
been deſcribing, the Tenia Cucurbiting 
(b), which reſembles it in many particu- 


lars 


— 
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(b) Vermis Cucurbitinus. Plater. prax. Med. tom. 
iii. p. 810. 

Tænia, Solium ſans epine, Ver Cucurbitaire, Andry, 
gener. des vers, c. iii. art. ii. p. 74. = 

Tema, Solium. Linnæi, Syſt. Nat, edit. 12. p. 
132g. 

Tenia d anneaux longs. Bonnet, Mem. des Sav. 
Etrang. vol. i. p. 478. 


Vermi Cucurbitini, Valliſnieri, nueve Offeryazioni, 
P. 74+ 
Tenia oſculis marginalibus ſolitariis. Linnzi, A- 


moen. Acad. 2. p. 74. t. 1. f. 1. 


Tænia ſecunda. Lad lerc, Hiſt, des Vers. tab. 1. 
A. tab. ii. 


Tenia 
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lars, is equally met with in the inteſtines: 


of animals, and occaſions the ſame ſymp- 
toms. Thus laſt (plate 2.) will be dif- 


tinguiſhed from the preceding one, by 


— 


having neither the appearance of a head; 
nor of a longitudinal vein: its rings are 


much longer than thoſe of the ſolitary 


Worm, and are ſtriated through their 
whole length, being furniſhed only with 
a little lateral prominence. Theſe rings 
are eaſily detached from each other, ſo 
that they appear as ſo many diſtin 
worms, which have each of them life 
and motion, independent as it were, of 
the reſt. Without examining this mat- 
ter minutely, it will be ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve here, that the form of theſe rings 
when view'd together varies conſiderably. 


\ Thoſe of the upper extremity (3) are 


much more compleat, ſhort, narrow and 
thin, than thoſe lower down; the rings 
gradually becoming longer as they ap- 
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Tænia Cucurbilina. Vogel de Cog. et Cur. Corp. 
hum. Affect. p. 646. 
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proach the lower end. (c) Theſe rings are in 
ſhape not unlike the ſeeds of gourd, and 
hence it is often called Gourd Worm, (Ver 
de Courges) Vermts Cucurbitinus. Like the 
other it is ſeveral ells in length, and is 
never voided whole, but by detached 
portions which fall of themſelves. The 
ſymptoms excited by the preſence of this 
Worm being the ſame as thoſe that are 
produced by the Solitary Worm, the in- 
ſpection of the portions that are diſcharged, 
is the only ſure way to aſcertain its ſpecies. 
We may very properly add too, that, ſuch 
an inſpection is the only certain proof of 
the exiſtence of any Worms whatever in 
the ſick body, becaule the ſymptoms they 
excite and which we have related, may 
depend on other cauſes. 


Methods of deitroying and expelling 
theſe Worms have been ſought for in 
all ages. The works of the ancient 
- Phyſicians abound with receipts in this 
way. Some of theſe are ſtill employed, 
but with little ſucceſs. Others are 
either wholly forgotten, or by being 
differently combined, form the baſis of 

| ſome 
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ſome of the ſecret remedies which have 
been extolled for the cure of this diſeaſe. 
Amidſt theſe there is one which ſeems to 
merit a particular attention. Madame 
Nouffer, of Morat in the canton of Berne, 
who has adminiſtered it for twenty years 
paſt, after the inſtructions and example of 
her huſband, has had ſo conſtant a ſuc- 
ceſs, that ſhe not only drew to her a great 
number of patients from Switzerland, but 
eyen from other countries and from the 
north of Europe, who went to her in ſearch 
of a cure hy the advice of the moſt re- 
ſpectable phyſicians. The prince Bara- 
tinſki, of Ruſſia, experienced the utility 
of it in October laſt, and diſcharged, the 
day after his arrival at Morat, a Tenia 
perfectly whole and four ells long. This 
Nobleman, ſix months after his return to 
Paris, perceived that he had a ſecond 
Worm. Madame Nouffer at his requeſt 
came from Switzerland to Paris, and gave 
him, under the direction of M. de la Motte 
his phyſician, a freſh doſe of the fpecific, 
which in fifteen hours procured an expul. 
ſion of another Tenia, as entire as the 


firſt, and of much greater length, for this 
ER laſt 
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laſt meaſured eight ells. The ſame reme- 
dy was afterwards adminiſtered to other 
perſons with the ſame ſucceſs, and went 
Jo far as to mitigate without any diſagree- 
able conſequence, in a young perſon of 
a very delicate and irritable habit, ſome 
ſymptoms which had led her phyſicians 


to ſuſpect the exiſtence of a * 
Worm. 


His majeſty having been informed of 
the celebrity and efficacy of this reme- 
dy, was induced to make the acquiſition 
of it from Madame Nouffer; we were 
therefore directed by M. Turgot, comp- 
troller-general of the finances, and by 
M. Trudaine, intendant of the finances, 
to examine and verify its effects, and to 
make it public. In conſequence of this 
regulation, Madame Nouffer has commu- 
nicated to us the following account of it, 
written by M. Mottet, ſurgeon at Morat, 
to whom, for eight years paſt, ſhe has con- 
fided her method of cure. 
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An ACCOUNT of the method 

employed by Mapame NourFER, in 
the adminiftration of ber SPECI- 
FIC for the TENIA, and the 
Regimen ſhe requires to be followed 
during the Cure. 


ADAME Nouffer requires of 
1 her patients no particular prepa- 
ration till the day before they are to take 
the remedy. That day they are to avoid 
all aliment after dinner, till about ſeven 
or eight o'clock at night, when they are 
to take the ſoup No. 1; about a quarter 
of an hour after this, ſhe gives them a 
biſcuit and a glaſs of white wine, either 
pure or mixed with water; ſhe even 
gives water alone, to thoſe who have not 
been accuſtomed to wine. If the patient 
has not been to ſtool that day, or is natu- 
rally coſtive, (which is not uſual however 
with patients in this way) Madame Nouf- 


fer 
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fer directs the uſe of the clyſter No. 2. 
after which the patient is to go to bed. 


Early the next morning, about eight or 
nine hours after the ſupper of the pre- 
ceding evening, the patient takes the ſpe- 
cific No. g. in bed, and to avoid the nau- 
ſea which this medicine ſometimes occa- 
ſions, it will be right for him to chew 
lemon or ſomething elſe that is agreeable 
to him, or he may waſh his mouth with 
any thing he likes, but he muſt be careful 
not to ſwallow any thing. He may like- 
wiſe ſmell to vinegar, to check the ſick- 
neſs; but if, notwithſtanding all his 
efforts, the nauſea continues, and he is 
obliged to throw up the ſpecific, it will 
be right for him to take a freſh doſe of it, 
as ſoon as the ſickneſs is gone off, and then 
he ſhould try to go to ſleep. About two 
hours after this, he muſt get up and take 
the purging bolus No. 4. at one or two 
different times, waſhing it down with 
one or two diſhes of weak green tea, and 
walking afterwards about his chamber.— 
When the bolus begins to operate, the 

C 2 patient 
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ſame tea occaſionally, until the Worm is 
expelled; then, and not before, Madame 
Nouffer gives him broth or ſoup, and he 
is directed to dine as is uſual after taking 
phyſic. Aſter dinner he may either lie 
down, or walk out, taking care to con- 
duct himſelf diſcreetly, to eat but little 
ſupper, and to avoid every thing that is 
not of eaſy digeſtion. 


The cure is then compleat, but it is not 
always effected with the ſame quickneſs 
in every ſubject. He who has not kept 
down the whole bolus, or who 1s not ſuf- 
ficiently purged by it, ought to take, four 
hours after it, from two to eight drachms 
of Epſom Salt diſſolved in boiling water. 
The dole of this ſalt may be varied ac- 
cording to the temperament and other 
circumſtances of the patient. 


If the Worla ſhould not come away 1n 

a bundle, but in the form of a thread 
(which particularly happens when the 
Worm is involved in much tenacious 
mucus) 


8 is deſired to take a diſh of the 


| 
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mucus), the patient muſt continue to fit 
upon the cloſe- ſtool without attempting to 
draw it away, drinking at the ſame time 
warm weak tea: ſometimes this alone 1s 
not ſufficient, and the patient is obliged to 
take another doſe of purging ſalt, but with- 

out varying his poſition till the Worm is 
wholly IO; | 


It is anafual for patients who have kept 
down both the ſpecific and purging doſe, 
not to diſcharge the Worm before dinner 
time. This however ſometimes happens 
when the dead Worm remains in large 
bundles in the inteſtines, fo that the faeces 
becoming more limpid towards the end 
of the purging, pals by it without draw- 
ing it with them. The patient may in 
this caſe eat his dinner, and it has been 
obſerved that the food, joined to the uſe 
of a clyſter, has brought about the ex- 
Four of the Worm. 


Sometimes the Worm is brought away 
by the action of the ſpecific alone, before 
the patient has taken the purging bolus; 

FE when 
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when this happens, Madame Nouffer gives 
only two thirds of -it, or ſubſtitutes the 
falt 1 in its ſtead. 


Patients muſt not be alarmed by any 
ſenſation of heat or uneaſineſs they may 
feel during the action of the remedy, 
either before or after a copious evacuation, 
or juſt as they are about to void the 
Worm. Theſe ſenſations are tranſitory, 
and go off of their own accord, or by the 
aſſiſtance of the vapour of vinegar drawn 


in at the noſe. 


They who have vomited both the ſpe- 
cific and bolus, or who have kept down 
only a part of them, ſometimes do not 
void the Worm that day. Madame 
Nouffer therefore dire&s them to take 
apain that night the ſoup No, 1. the 
vine and biſcuit, and if circumſtances re- 
quire it the clyiter No. 2. if the Worm 
does not come away during the night, ſne 
gives them early the next morning ano- 
ther doſe of the ſpecific, and two hours 


ind ſix drachms or an ounce of 
. purging 


L 6 1 
purging ſalt, repeating the whole proceſs 


of the preceding day; excepting the bolus, 
which ſhe ſuppreſſes. 


She obſerves, that very hot weather di- 
miniſhes in ſome degree the action of her 
remedy, ſhe therefore prefers the month 
of September for adminiſtering it ; but as 
ſhe has not been always able to chuſe the 
ſeaſon, and has been ſometimes obliged 
to undertake the care of patients. in the 
hotteſt days of ſummer, ſhe then gave 
her ſpecific very early in the morning; 
and with this precaution ſhe ſaw no dif- 
ference in its effects. 


The Solitary Worm 1s the only one on 
which Madame Nouffer's remedy has any 
certain effect; altho' it may be conſidered 
as being very uſeful againſt the Tenia 
Cucurbitina ; ſhe thinks it right, however, 
to obſerve that this laſt is much more dif- 
ficult to expel, and that to effect a cure, 
the proceſs muſt be repeated more or leſs 
frequently, according to the conſtitution 
of the patient. Ex. 

After 
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After this declaration, the 23d of June 
was fixed on, for making the firſt trial 
with Madame Nouffer's remedy. That 
lady aſſiſted by M. Mottet, adminiſtered 
in our preſence, according to the proceſs 
we have deſcribed; the ſoup, the injec- 
tion, the ſpecific and purgative bolus, to 
five different ſubjects; giving us notice 
however before hand, that only one of 
the five, had deciſively the Solitary 
Worm, and that ſhe propoſed only this 
perſon for the trial of her remedy. 


This patient was M. Vincent, a native of 
Neuchatel in Switzerland, who had lived 
three years and a half at Paris, with M. 
Mottet, a dealer in watches, in the place 
Dauphine, he was twenty ſix years of 
age, of a lively and delicate temperament, 
and ſome what thin. He was often ſubject 
to melancholy colics, diarrhoea accom- 
panied with diſreliſh for food, and alter- 
nately with coſtiveneſs and good appetite, 
itching at the noſe, together with a pain- 
ful ſenſation about the hollow of the ſto- 
mach, which extended to the right and 

left 
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felt like a belt. About five years before, 
he had for the firſt time, voided at Neufcha- 
tel a portion of Tenia about two feet long, 
after eating a quantity of grapes; three 
years after this, after fuffering colic and 
diarrhoea, he voided ſeveral other por- 
tions at Paris. Five or fix months aſter- 
wards, having taken a purge, he diſ- 
charged two ells more, and after ſix 
other months he again voided about the 
fame length of worm after a ſpontaneous 
_ diarrhoea. He was always obliged to 
break it, otherwiſe it continued to hang, 
or elle returned again into the body (c). 
By the. advice of a celebrated- phy ſician 
at Paris, he had taken every morning 
faſting, from the 8th of February to the 
8th of May, a decochon prepared by 
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(c) It was from this laſt ſign and from what the 
patient eaſily recollected when he was ſhewn' ſeveral 
flat worms, that Madame Nouffer propoſed him as 
the only one of the five who had certainly the true 


Tenia, 


D * -< boiling | 
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boiling two ounces of the roots of the 


male fern, and a pugil of liquorice wood, 
in two pints of water till reduced to one; 
and at intervals he took 12 grains of the 


2 Wake Bontii. 


The inſufficiency of theſe remedies had 


determined him to go to Morat, when he 
learnt that Mrs. Nouffer was at Paris. 


He therefore took on the 22d of June the 


ſoup No. 1. then the injection No. 2, as 
did the four other ſubjects, and the next 
morning at {1x o clock the ſpectfic No. g, 


and at half paſt eight the bolus No. 4. 
About an hour after he had taken the 


bolus he had a ſtool; in the ſecond, which 
was twenty minutes afterwards, that is 


at fifty minutes after nine, the Tema 
itſelf appeared, and at a quarter after ten 


zoclock was completely voided. This 


Worm which ſerved as a model for the 


annexed drawing (Plate 1.) was about 
three ells long; its body had towards 


its large end, along the i 2 vein 


or canal, at different intervals, ſeveral 
e 9 White 
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"white tubercles (I. Plate 1.) about as large 
as linſeed, together with ſeveral holes 
nearly ſquare, (K. Plate 1. ) which pene- 
"trated quite through it. It was very broad 
and thick, being nearly five tenthsof an inch 
wide in its middle part, and one thirtieth 
part of an inch thick. At the other end, 
the body was lengthened out into a thin 
neck or thread, extending about twenty 
inches, and conſtantly tapering till at 
length its diameter did not exceed that of 
a common ſewing thread. M. Vincent 
had two other ſtools after voiding this 
worm; we ſaw him ſome days afterwards 
in good health, and very well ſatisfied with 
his cure. | 


* 


We will ſay a few words of the other 
four patients, although they were ſhewn 
to us by Madame Nouffer, the ſecond 
and the third as having the Tænia Cucur- 
bitina, and the fourth and fifth as being 
only ſuſpected of having worms. 


\ 
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Second Patient. 


Mr. Olivau of Bourdeaux, had often 
voided for ſeveral years paſt, the ends 
of the Tenia Cucurbitina; about the end 
of March, Madame Noutter's remedy had 
procured the expulſion of another portion 
about fix ells long, in a bundle. He 
voided another ell the day he was treated 

under our inſpection. 


Third Patient. 


Madame Dumont of Metz in Lorraine 
had voided for ſix years paſt, ſometimes 
ascarides, but more frequently, portions 
of . the Tenia Cucurbitina of different 
lengths, which fell of themſelves and alive. 
The day we ſaw her treated ſhe voided 


another portion, together with ſome aſca- 
rides. 


Fourth Patient. 


Madame Charles of Marcouſſi, ſix 
leagues from Paris, had voided about 
| | three 
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three years before, ſeveral ends of a 
worm of the ſame kind, and about the 
end of May, a round worm. She had 
taken ſeveral medicines---ſhe voided no 
worm of any ſort by this treatment. 


Fifth Patient. 


The Sieur Daniel, goldſmith in the 
rue de la Huchette, had never voided 
any kind of worms, but he was led to 
ſuſpect the exiſtence of a ſolitary Worm, 
from the ſymptoms he felt in his ſtomach 
and belly, and from the great quantity 
ol whitiſh and yellowiſh ſlime he voided 
with his ſtools, and which he conſidered 
as corrupted and diſſolved worms. He 
voided much of this viſcid ſlime on the 
23d of June, but no worms. 


It will not be amiſs to remark 


1ſt. That Madame Nouffer gave to the 
third and fourth of theſe patients only 
three quarters of the purgative bolus 
No. 4, which ſhe had prepared at home, 
and then * to the houſe in which 


the 
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the patients were afſembled. She in- 
formed us that ſhe had diminiſhed the 
doſe on account of the ee of theſe 
two ſubjects. + 
2dly. That not one of theſe five patients 
Vas more incommoded by their evacua- 
tions, than would have been expected 


after taking a moderate purge ; and they 
were neither griped nor uneaſy. 


gdly. That they all felt, about a quarter 
of an hour after they had taken the bolus, 
and the third patient a little before he 
took it, a ſenſation as if ſomething heavy 

was deſcending from the ſtomach to the 
lower belly. The firſt patient felt this 
ſenſation in fo remarkable a manner, that 
he judged by the eaſe he felt ſoon after- 
wards in his ſtomach, and by the weight 


and embarallment that took place in his 


lower belly, that his worm had quitted 
ats former reſidence and was deſcended. 


Athly. That all theſe patients, after tak- 
ing the ſoupe No. 1, the night before, in 
a a houſe 
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a houſe in which they were aſſembled, 
went to their reſpective homes to ſleep, 
and there receive the injection No. 2, 
except the third patient who took one of 
pure water, and afterwards a ſecond of 
oil and water. They all returned to the 
houſe the next morning where they took 
at the ſame hour the ſpecific No. g, and 
the bolus No. 4 without being in bed, 
nor did they lie down the whole day, 
except the third patient who repoſed her- 
{ſelf on a bed occaſionally, but without 
taking off her clothes. This patient ex- 
pected the catamnenmly which appeared 
the ſame day. 


zthly. That all theſe patients dined with 
a good appetite about one oclock, had 
one or two little evacuations after dinner, 
but the next morning found themſelves 
as uſual. 


This firſt trial having proved that the 
remedy was an efficacious one and in no 
way” dangerous, we judged it right to re- 

peat, 


1 


* a * 1 


* = ] 


' peat, ourſelves, the ſame experiments on 
other ſubjects; to enable us to do this, 
Madame Nouffer gave us the following 
receipts, written by the ſame M. Mottet. 


— 9 


No. 1. The . 


“Take a pint and a half of water, two 
or three ounces of good freſh butter, and 
two ounces of bread cut in thin ſlices, 
add to this, ſalt enough to ſeaſon it, and 

then boil it over the fire to the conſiſt- 
ence of Pannada.” 


No 2. The Clyſter. 


© © Take a ſmall quantity of the leaves 

of mallows and boil them in a ſufficient 

quantity of water, mixing with it a little 

ſalt, and when ſtrained off, add two ounces 
of olive oil.“ 
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No. g. The Specific. 


* Take two or three drams of the root 
of the male fern, gathered in autumn, 
and reduced to a very fine powder. in 
four or ſix | ounces of water diſtilled 
from fern or the flowers of the line 
tree (d). It will be right for the patient 

to drink two or three times of the ſame 
water, rincing his glaſs with it, ſo that 
none of the powder may remain either in 
the glaſs or his moſes . | 


The male fern preſcribed by Madame 
Nouffer is the felix non ramoſa dentata. 
C. B. Pin. 358. Tourn. Inſt. 536. Poly- 
podium filix mas. Linnæi, Sp. pl. 1551+ 
Its root (Pl. 111. A. ) is creeping, horizon- 


_— __——— 
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d] Neither fern water nor line flower water are 
abſolutely neceſſary, and common water may there- 
fore be ſubſtituted for them. - Madame Nouffer uſed 
common water on the 23d of June not having any 
of the others at hand, and ſhe did not look = 355 
this as an eſſential difference. | 


= * tal, 


& 16 ] 

tal, compact, loaded with a great number 
of appendages (3), placed very cloſe to 
each other, and in a vertical direction. 
Theſe appendages which are the remains 
of former ſtems (c), are of the ſize of 
the little finger, of a blackiſh colour 
without, and withinſide of a yellowiſh 
complexion ; they are ſurrounded at their 
baſis by many membranous ſcales (p) and 
are furniſhed underneath with a tuft of 
hairy roots (Ex); from one end of the prin- 
cipal root, ariſe ſeveral ſtalks (r) which 
without ramitying, ſupport oppolite rows 
(6) of oblong, pinnated leaves (n); theſe 
leaves or pinnz are longeſt about the 
middle of the ſtalk (i) and become ſhorter 
as they approach the ſummit (x). The 
leſſer leaves or pinnulæ (L) are obtuſe and 
dentated, and their under ſurface is load- 
ed 1n the time of flowering with ſeveral 
little, round, yellowiſh pacquets (u), re- 
gularly diſpoſed : the membrane which 
covers each of theſe, diſcovers as its 
ſides open, a collection of antheræ which 
are at firſt yellow, and afterwards of 
a blackiſh colour when they have thrown 
off 
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off their ſeminal duſt. Theſe are the 
only parts of fructification that are known' 
in this plant, as 1s the caſe with all thoſe. 
of the ſame genus, the female organs of 
which have not yet been diſcovered. 


The large root (x) is to be reſerved 
for uſe, together with its appendages; 
taking care to cut off the two ends, one 
of which (o) is too old and ſpongy ; the 
other (v), too new and green. The part 
to be preſerved ought to be firm and 
compact, black without, whitiſh within: 
it 1s to be carefully dried and powdered 
whenever it is to be employed. 


The female fern, felix ramoſa major, 
hinnulis obtuſis non dentatis C. B. Pin. 357. 
Tournefort. Inſt. 536. Pleris aquilina, 
Linnæi, Spec. 1533, poſſeſſes nearly the 
ſame properties as the male, according to 
many phyſicians. It is eaſily to be dif- 
tinguiſhed by its ſimple root free from 
appendages ; by its branching ſtems; and 
by 1ts pinnz being entire, curling back 
on the inferior ſurface; and thus cover- 
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ing the antheræ which are diſpoſed along 
the edge. 


No. 4. The purgative Bolus. 


Take of the panacea of mercury 
fourteen times ſublimed, and ſelect reſin 
of ſcammony each ten grains; of freſh 
and good gamboge ſix or ſeven grains; 
reduce each of theſe ſubſtances ſepa- 
rately into powder, and then mix them 
with ſome conſerve into a bolus.” 


This receipt, which Madame Nouffer 
derives from her huſband, may be vari- 
ed in the doſe; and ſhe has had for many 
years paſt the ſame ſucceſs by reducing 
the proportion of gamboge to four grains: 
it was in this doſe that ſhe gave it in the 
bolus ſhe adminiſtered to each of the five 
patients on the 23d of June. 


Madame Nouffer who brought with her 
from Switzerland her remedies ready 
prepared, had uſed the weights of that 
country, which agree with thoſe uſed in 

| Germany, 
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Germany, where the dram is divided 
only into ſixty grains. It reſulted from 
this therefore, that to compoſe a purga- 
tive bolus of the ſame weight here, it 
would be neceſſary to add a ſixth part to 
each doſe, and put twelve grains of the 
panacea, as many of the ſcammony, and 
4 grains ſix fourths of gamboge ; the Paris 
dram being divided into ſeventy-two 
grains. We diſcovered too, that altho' 
Madame Nouffer, following her huſ— 
band's inſtructions, had commonly uſed 
the reſin of ſcammony, ſhe had without 
kndwing lit, purchaſed reſin of jalap in its 
ſtead, but had perceived no difference in 
the effects. She had complained indeed, 
that this reſin when reduced to powder 
appeared of a yellowiſh colour, whereas, 
that employed by her huſband, and 
which ſhe of courſe preferred, became of 


a light green colour. As ſoon as we were 


ſufficiently acquainted with theſe reme- 
dies, M. Cadet undertook to compoſe 
them before us, in the preſence of Ma- 
dame Nouffer and M. Mottet, who found 
them all very well prepared. The fern 

root 
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root that was uſed on this occaſion was 
gathered in the laſt autumn and was well 
dried. All its uſeleſs parts were re— 
moved, and the remainder was carefully 
powdered. This powder was divided 
into ſeveral portions, each of three drams. 
The panacea mercurii was mercurius 
dulcis, ſeven times ſublimed. The reſin 
of ſcammony had been prepared the day 
before, by evaporating even to dryneſs a 
ſtrong tincture of Aleppo ſcammony, made 
with ſpirit of wine. This reſin when 
viewed inthe maſs was of a blackiſh colour, 
but when ſeparated into thin laminæ be- 
came tranſparent and of the colour of 
hyacinth; being powdered, it appeared of 
a greeniſh white. We began this pre- 
paration by rubbing the ſcammony in 
a glaſs mortar, and then adding the 
mercurius dulcis and gamboge, till 
the whole was reduced to a very fine 
powder. It was then made into the 
form of an electuary by a ſufficient 
quantity (from 48 to 60 grains) of the 
conſerve of hyacinth. In this manner 
feveral boluſſes were , each of 

which 
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which contained ten grains of mercurius 


dulcis, the fame quantity of ſcammony, 
and four grains of gamboge, Paris weight. 


Theſe different pacquets were ſealed, 
and the ſoup No. 1. was given the ſame 
night at M. Cadets, to the patients Who 
were to take the ſpecific. They met to- 
gether again the next morning, June 26, 
when they were treated in the way that 
has been deſcribed, and the reſult of this 
treatment was as follows. 


Firſt Patient. 


Mademoiſelle le Grand of the canton 
of Fribourg in Switzerland, aged thirty 
three years, and who had lived nine 
years at Paris with Mr. Naudon, rue 
du Four, Fauxbourg St. Germains, 
informed us that five years ago ſhe per- 
ceived ſhe had a folitary Worm, hav- 
ing voided a portion of it after taking 
a common purge, ſhe never felt any 
"itching at the noſe, but ſhe had frequent 
attacks of colic, and of a throbbing ſen- 

lation 
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ſation about the hollow of the ſtomach; to 
theſe ſymptoms were joined, diſreliſh for 
food; nauſea, and frequent vomitings of a 
watery fluid; an almoſt conſtant diarrhoea; 
a frequent ſenſation of ſomething that 
ſeemed to riſe into the throat as if to 
ſtrangle her, exciting at the ſame time 
an effort to vomit, and which ceaſed the 
moment ſhe ſwallowed. Her menſtrua- 
tion was irregular, and ſhe felt every 
month ſlight dizzineſs. Her ſtools were 
whitiſh, as happens after living much 
on milk. She had for five weeks paſt 
been taking an infuſion of tern root, made 
with water in which quickſilver had been 


boiled. 


At ſeven oclock in the morning, we 
gave her the powder No. g, in the full 
doſe of three drams. About half after 
eight ſhe felt her ſtomach as it were 
newly relieved; this was ſucceeded by a 
weight in the lower belly. At nine o'clock 
ſhe took only three quarters of the bolus 
No. 4 She had been ſo accuſtomed to 


puke that we feared to give her the full 
dole, 
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doſe, and this cautious mode of proceed- 
ing, together with our ſubſtituting the 
Paris weight for that of Germany, retarded 
the evacuations ſo much, that about 
eleven o'clock we found it neceſlary to 
give her two drams of purging falt; 
the ſame doſe was repeated five hours 
afterwards, and at the expiration of ano- 
ther hour we preſcribed the injection 
No. 2. She had dined with a good ap- 
petite at two o'clock, but about half an 
hour after receiving the injection ſhe 
threw up all that ſhe had ate. The vomit- 
ing returned ſeveral times during the reſt 
of the day and night: her ſtools during 
that time were to the amount of eighteen 
or twenty; but they were all in very 
ſmall quantity, and latterly they were 
frothy and of a whitiſh colour. The 
weight in the lower belly which began 
to be felt about an hour and a half after 
ſhe took the ſpecific, continued till about 
four in the morning. She had then for 
the firſt time a copious evacuation, in 
which ſhe voided in bundles two well 
formed Teniz, ſeveral ells in length, 

F and 
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and about five tenths of an inch wide. 
Each of theſe worms was terminated by a 
tapering neck or thread. In one of them 
this thread was an ell long; in the other 
it was much ſhorter. Theſe worms were 
loſt, and very eaſy to be broken: this 
ſeemed to be occaſioned by their long 
ſtay in the large inteſtines. This evacu- 
ation was followed by three other ſmaller 
ſtools, and the patient went home per- 
tectly cured. 


Second Patient. 


Mrs. Cornu, a native of Baumont in 
the canton of Fribourg in Switzerland, 
aged thirty-eight years; and who has 
lived for ſix years paſt at Paris with the 
Marchioneſs D'Albert, riie Caſſette, Faux- 
bourg St. Germain, diſcovered when ſhe 
was only ſeventeen years of age, that ſhe 

had a ſolitary Worm, having at that time 
voided large portions of it in a diarrhoea 
with which ſhe was attacked during her 
lying in. — During the three following 
years ſhe felt no inconvenience, but at 
| the 
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the end of chat time was attacked with a 
diarrhoea which continued almoſt inceſ- 
ſantly during eighteen months. — Her 
food conſiſted wholly of milk and gruel. 
This was ſucceeded by violent attacks 
of colic which came on every two months: 
that which ſhe experienced lait winter, 
laſted a much longer time than uſual, and 
was accompanied by a diarrhoea, during 
which, ſhe voided five pretty conſiderable 
portions of Tenia. Sometimes her belly 
was bound tor ſeven or eight days toge- 
ther, after which ſhe had griping, watery 
ſtools, in which ſhe evacuated much 
ſlime intermixed with pellicles of a dark 
colour. Theſe frequent returns of diar- 
rhoea have occaſioned an habitual pro- 
lapſus ani. Beſides all theſe ſymptoms, her 
menſtruation has been irregular; ſhe has 
ſometimes ſuffered during a monthor more, 
an almoſt conſtant nauſea without vomit- 
ing; palpitations after the leaſt motion; 
pains about the umbilical region, but none 
at the ſtomach; and itchings at the noſe 
and rectum. 


F 2 She 
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She took three drams of the ſpecific 
the 26th of June at ſeven in the morning, 
and at nine oclock a little more than half 
the purgative bolus. The cauſes which 
had retarded the action of the purge in 
the firſt patient, produced ſimilar effects 
in this, and ſhe felt nearly the ſame 
ſymptoms: ſhe did not however feel 
her ſtomach relieved in the manner 
the former patient had experienced. 
About half an hour after one, ſhe took 
two drams of purging ſalt ; dined at two 
oclock with a good appetite ; and at four, 
received the injection No. 2. In the courſe 
of the day and the night, ſhe had fourteen 
or fifteen middling ſtools without pain. 
She was diſpoſed to ſleep in the night, 
but was interrupted by ſeveral evacua- 
tions, four or five of which were more 
conſiderable than the former ones. In 
the morning it was diſcovered that ſhe 
had voided two diſtinct Tema. M. de 
Juſſieu who had flept at M. Cadets, ſaw 
one of them at half an hour after ſix 
oclock, alive and in motion. Theſe two 
worms which were bolt and divided into 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral portions, were nearly an inch 
wide: one of them was of a greyiſh white; 
the other was ſomewhat thinner, and of a 
yellowiſh colour. The patient notwith- 
ſtanding her evacuations, found herſelf 
exceedingly well. It 1s right to obſerve, 
that Madame Nouffer had given her ſome 
vermifuge remedies, three weeks before, 
with a view to diſcover by the evacua- 
tion, what kind of worm occaſioned the 
complaints. — Theſe worm cakes, the 
compoſition of which will be deſcribed 
in the poſtſcript (No. 6) purged the patient 
during three days, nearly forty times each 
day, and weakened her very much, but 
without expelling any worm. 'Ten days 

afterwards, however, ſhe voided ſome 
aſcarides, and a portion of Tenia four or 
five ells in length. 


Third Patient. 


The third patient was the Sieur Allain 
of the rue Charpentiere at Paris, of a 
pretty good habit of body. This pa- 
tient 
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tient voided a portion of ſolitary Worm (e) 
about thirty years ago, after an attack of 
colic and diarrhoea. Since that time, he 
has conſtantly had a return of the fame 
complaint four or hve times every year, 
which has as conſtantly ended in the ſame 
manner, by his voiding portions of Tenia, 
which he has always beenobliged tobreak. 
He has felt during almoſt the whole of 
this time a dull heavy pain about the 
umbilical region ; together with ſickneſs 
at the ſtomach; ſometimes dizzineſs; lan- 
guor and pain in his limbs; diſreliſh for 
food; and now and then, itching at the 
noſe. 


He took three drams of the ſpecific at 
leven o'clock in the morning, and the 
whole purgative bolus at nine. He ſoon 
found his ſtomach relieved of its ordinary 
weight, which ſeemed to be got down into 
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ſe] He was ſhewn a Tenia Cucurbitina, and a 
Tenia Lata, he was then certain that the worm he 
had voided, reſembled the latter of theſe. 


the 
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the lower belly. He felt a ſenſation about 
the rectum, as if it was ſtopped by ſome- 
thing that prevented him from going to 
ſtool. In order to accelerate the evacua- 
tions, we gave him half an ounce of purg- 
ing ſalt about noon, and as much more an 
hour afterwards. At two o'clock he ate 
with a good appetite, and at four received 
the injection No. 2. Another injection of 
warm water and three drams of common 
falt was thrown up at fix o'clock. The 
evacuations were not 1n any great number 
during the day, but in the courſe of the 
night he had twenty copious ſtools, and 
at five O clock the next morning he was 
reheved of the weight he had felt at the 
rectum. This was found to be the worm 
collected into a bundle. After this he 
had ſome other ſlight watery ſtools. The 
Tema meaſured between five and {1x ells 
in length; its neck or thread was very 
long, and' its body broad and thick. It 
was of an aſh colour, and its long ſtay 
in the large inteſtines had ſoftened it 
much. The thin part of its neck was 
broken off, and reduced to the conſiſtence 
of 


[ 40 ] 


of paſte. The patient was very lively and 
well pleaſed. 


Fourth Patient. 


While we were at M. Cadets on the 
evening of the 26th, with the patients 
whom we have juit now mentioned, 
Margaret Schmidt, a native of St. Peterſ- 
burgh, came to requeſt us to give her the 
remedy at the ſame time. This patient 
who has been a year at Paris to learn mid- 
wifery, under M. Le Bas, ſurgeon in the 
rue Chriſtine, is thirty-two years of age, 
and of a thin and delicate habit of body. 
She informed us that ſhe began to void 
portions of Tema, ten years ago, and 
that ſhe brought away a piece ten days 
before ſhe came to us. The ſymptoms 
ſhe complained of, were an uneaſy ſenſa- 
tion about the ſtomach, which extended 
round her like a belt; head ach; dizzi- 
neſs; nauſea; colic; pain in the loins; 
itchings at the noſe; and fometimes, tho? 
rarely, diarrhoea. She ſaid ſhe had taken 
ſome medicines in Ruſſia, but ſhe re- 

mem-. 
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membered nothing concerning their com- 
polition. At Paris ſhe had taken no- 
thing. 


We directed her to the uſe of the 
panada and injection, and the next morn- 
ing June 27th, at three quarters after ſix 
O clock, ſhe took three drams and a half 
of the ſpecific; and at half an hour after 
nine, the bolus, compoſed of ten grains of 
mercurius dulcis, ten of the reſin of ſcam- 
mony and five of gamboge, German 
weight (g). Soon after taking this bolus, 
ſhe felt her ſtomach relieved, and a weight 
deſcending into the abdomen, At a 
quarter after twelve o'clock, ſhe voided, 
without perceiving it, and in one bundle, 
two white Teniæ, quite perfect, with their 
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Lg] We preferred the German weight to that of 
Paris, in this laſt caſe, that we might ſee whether 
the activity of the remedy was retarded in the three 
preceding patients, from tlie doſe being diminiſhed: 
and our experience confirmed the truth of this con- 
jecture; the addition, of a fixth part more, having 
brought away the worm in a much ſhorter time. 


G thread. 
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thread, and reſembling the figure of that 
given by M. Le Clerc in his eighth plate 
fig. 1. The ſhorteſt of theſe worms mea- 
ſured three ells and a half, its thread 
viewed througha lens, ſeemed to terminate 
in a little tubercle, not unlike the beak 
of a duck and of a reddiſh colour. The 
thread of the other Tenia when examined 
through the ſame lens, appeared to end 
in a ſpiral of two turns and a half, which 
was changed into a ſtraight line, by put- 
ting the worm into ſpirit of wine. 


Three other patients who imagined 
they had a ſolitary Worm, but whom we 
ſuppoſed to be affected in ſome other 
way, were deſirous however of taking 
Madame Nouffer's remedy. It produced 
no other effect, than that of purging them 
ſmartly, and evacuating much mucus. 


The Sieur Olivau one of the patients 
of the 23d of June, who both the times he 
had been treated before, had voided por- 
tions of the Tenia cucurbitina, brought 


away nothing in this third trial, to which 
he 
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he had deſired to ſubmit himſelf. We 
therefore preſumed that he was perfectly 
cured. The Sieur Daniel, another pati- 
ent who deſired likewiſe to repeat the 
{ame treatment, voided only a quantity of 
mucus, which relieved him much, and 
he was then convinced that his complaints 
were not occaſioned by a Tenia. 


Theſe are the experiments we made to 
aſcertain the efficacy of Madame Nout- 
ters remedy; and we are ſo well ſatis- 
fied with them, that we fully give it our 
approbation. 


This ſpecific, however, is not to be con- 
ſidered as a new diſcovery; the eſſicacy 
of Fern in caſes of Tenia having been 
known long ago. Theophraſtus (/) pre- 

| G 2 {cribes 


( Filix femina utilis contra interaneorum ani- 
malia lata, melle ſubacta, et contra tenuia in vino 
dulci cum farina hordeacea data. Theophr. Hiſtor. 
Plant, Gaza interprete, lib. ix, cap. 20. —— Filicis 

maris 
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ſeribes its root, in doſes of four drams, 
given in water ſweetened with honey, as 
uſeful in expelling flat worms. Dioſco- 
rides orders it in the ſame doſe, and adds 
that its effects are more certain when it is 
mixed with four oboli (40 grains) of ſcam- 
mony or black hellebore; he particularly 
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maris (Pteris) radix lumbricum latum excutit, qua- 
tuor drachmarum pondere, cum aqua mulſa accepta , 
melius autem fi cum ſcammoniæ, aut veratri nigri 
obolis quatuor quis exhibeat. Verùm eos qui accipiunt 
allium priis edifſe oportet — Filicis fæminæ (The- 
Iypteris) radices cum melle in eciegmate ſumptæ latum 
lumbricum expellunt ; cum vino vero pot, drachwa= 
rum trium þondere, rotundum lumbricum excutiunt. 
Dioſcorid. Mater. Med. interprete Cornario, lib. 
i. Cap. 163. Filicis (tum maris, tum famine) 
radices pellunt interaneorum animalia——Utraque 
alvum ſolvit, primo bilem trahens, mox aquam, meliùs 
Tenias cum ſcammonii pari pondere. Plin. Hiſt. Nat. 
lib. xxVii. cab. 9, —Filix mas radicem habet maxi- 
"me utilem, latum enim lumbricum interficit, fi quis 
tam quatuor drachmis cum melicrato bibat. Galen. 
ſimplic. lib. 8. Princip. Medic. Ætius, p. 49. 
Oribaſius, p. 68. 


requires 
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requires that garlic ſhould be taken before 
hand. Pliny, Galen, Oribaſius, and Attius 
aſcribe this ſame virtue toFern, andarefol- 
lowed in this by Avicenna, and the other 
Arabian phyſicians. Dorſtenius (i), Valerius 
Cordus, Dodonzus, Mathiolus, Dalecham- 
pius, who commented on Dioſcorides, or 
copied him in many things, all mention 
the fern root as a ſpecific againſt the Te- 
nia. Sennertus (4), and Burnet after him, 
recommended in ſimilar caſes an infuſion 
of this plant, or a dram of its powder for 
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' Dorſtenii botanic, p. 124.——Dodon. Stirp. 
Hiſt. p. 459,——Mathiol. Comment. in Dioſcorid. 
P. 1289. Dalechamp. Hiſt. Plant. p. 1222. 
Filix mas Germanic Faren, /ive Faren⸗ kraut vo- 
catur, propterea quad latos ventris lumbricos expellat, 
quos Germani Faren nominant. Valer. Cord. Annot, 
in Dioſcor. P. 76. 


(k) Commendatur imprimis filix, e qua recenti aqua 
diſtillata datur, vel pulvis, drach. J. pondere, in- 
fantibus; natu majori bus, drach. 1 ; adultis, drach. iii 
pondere, cum aqud galegæ, que fine ullis molgſtiis 
vermem et lente et cito fi velis, enecat. Sennert. 
Pract. p. 420. Burnet, Theſaur. Medic. p. 648. 


young 
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young perſons, and three drams ſor a- 
dults. Simon Paulus (!) quoted by Ray 
and Geoffroy, conſiders it as the molt ef- 
ficacious of all poiſons againſt the flat 
worm, and as being the baſis of all the 
ſecret remedies extolled by Empirics in 
that diſeaſe. Andry (gener. des Vers, pages 
246 and 249) preters diſtilled fern water to 
the root in powder, or he employs it only 
in the form of an opiate, or mixed with 
other ſubſtances. 


Thele are not the only authors who have 
mentioned the Tenia; many others have 
deſcribed this worm, the ſymptoms it 
excites, and the treatment proper to ex- 
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(1) Filix lumbricos longos ac latos enecat, quorum 
Pra ſent iſſima peſtis eft—eamque inter ſecretiſſima ſua 
ſecreta, adverſus lumbricos habent et venditant 
Arte. Simon Pauli quadrip. bot. p. 301. Raii, 


Hiſt. Plant, vol. 1. p. 149. Geoffr. Mat. Medic. 
vol. 111. P. 476. 


pel 
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pel it. Almoſt all of them mention the 
fern root, but at the ſame time they point 
out other remedies as poſſeſſing equal 
efficacy. Amongſt theſe we find the bark 
of the root of the mulberry tree, the juice 
of the auricula muris (m) the roots of 
chameleon niger (n), ginger, zedoary; de- 
coctions of mugwort, ſouthernwood, 
wormwood, penyroyal, origanum, hyſſop, 
and in general, of all bitter and aromatic 
plants, &c. Some of them direct the 
ſpecific to be ſimply mixed and taken 
in wine or honey and water; others join 
to it the uſe of ſome purgative remedy 
which they ſay adds to its efficacy. 


— 
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(m) Alfine myoſotis five auricula muris, Lobel. 
461. Echium ſcorpicides arvenſe. C. B. Pin. 254. 
Lithoſpermum arvenſe minus. Journ. Inſt. 136, 
Myoſotis Scorpioides. Linn. Spec. 188. 


(n) Chameleon niger. Dioſcorid. Chameleon 
niger umbellatus, flore ceruleo hyacinthino. C. B. 
Pin. 380. Carthamus aculeatus, carlinæ folio, flore 
multiplici, veluti umbellato, Cor. Inſt. 33. Cartha- 
mus corymboſus, Linn. Spec, 1164. 


Ori- 
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Oribaſius (o), Sylvius, &c. diſtinguiſh the 
ſpecific that kills the worm, from the 
purgative that evacuates it, and direct 
them to be given at different times. Sen- 
nertus () gives a very ſatisfactory reaſon 
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() Hee breviſſimo tempore lumbricos interimunt, 
quos poſtea medicamentum educit. Princip. Medic. 
Ori bas. p. 329. Lumbrici fi adſunt, agri ſanan- 
tur, 1. Viftus ratione.— 2. Remediis necantibus 
lIumbricos—ab/inthio, abrotano, menthaſtro, allio, ra- 
dice filicis maſculæ, radice graminis, &c.—3. Re- 
medus enecatos expellentibus, ut aloe, abfinthium, 
rhabarbarum—— & (pracipue pro lumbricis latis) 
pilulz ex alot, myrrha, croco, &c. Sylvius, p. 


442. 


(p) Fortioribus medicamentis opus «ft ut inter fi 
ciantur lumbrici lati. Quapropter etſi in teretibus 
purgantia cum interficientibus commode admiſceantur , 
Praſtat tamen in latis, nulla iis purgantia primum 
admiſcere, cum purgantia non ſinant medicamenta 
ver mes interficientia diu in inteſtinis harere, ſed ea 
cito per alvum ſecum educant, Si vero prius exhibe= 
antur medicamenta que ipſum debilitent, totus rotun- 
dus factus ad pilæ figuram exit, et homo ſanus evadit. 
Sennert, Pract. p. 420, Burnet, Theſ. Med. 


P. 648. 
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for adopting this method. If we give, ſays 
he, the purgative medicine and the ſpeci- 
fic at the ſame time; the latter will be 
haſtily carried off, before it can have ex- 
erted its powers on the worm: whereas 
if we give the ſpecific firſt, and thus weak- 
en the worm, it will collect itſelf into a 
bundle, and being brought away by 
means of the purge, the patient will be 
cured. The cure will be more ſpeedy 
if the primæ viæ have been previouſly 
lubricated; Theſe precautions are all of 
them eſſential to the ſucceſs of the re- 
medy, nor are they neglected by Madame 
Nouffer in her method of treatment. 
The panada and 1njection ſhe preſcribes 
the night before, to lubricate the inteſtines 
and prepare the prime vie. The fern 
root taken in the morning, kills and de- 
taches the worm; of this the patients 
are ſenſible by the ceſſation of the pain 
in the ſtomach, and by the weight that is 
felt in the lower belly. The purgative 
bolus adminiſtered two hours alter this, 
procures a complete evacuation; it is 
compoſed of ſubſtances that are at once 

H purga- 
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purgative and vermifuge, and which 
even when adminiſtered alone, by differ- 
ent phyſicians, ſometimes ſucceeded in 
expelling the worm. If this purgative 
ſhould appear to be too ſtrong, the reader 
will be pleaſed to recollect, that it pro- 
duced no ill effects in either of the 
caſes that came under our obſerva- 
tion; and that in one of thoſe caſes, by 
diminiſhing the doſe, we evidently re- 
tarded the evacuations. Regard however 
1s to be had both to the age and the tem- 
perament of the patient, and the treat- 
ment ſhould always be directed by a 
prudent and experienced phyſician, who 
may know how to vary the proportions 
of the doſe, as circumſtances may require, 
If the purgative is not of ſufficient ſtrength, 
the worm alter being detached by the 
ſpecific, remains too long a time in the 
inteſtines, and becoming ſoon corrupted, 
is brought away only in detached por- 
tions: on the other hand if the purgative 
is too ſtrong, it occaſions too much irri- 
tation, and evacuations that cannot fail to 
be inconvenient. 

Madame 
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Madame Nouffer's long experience has 
taught her to diſtinguiſh all theſe circum- 
ſtances with ſingular adroitneſs. 


This method of cure is, as we have ſeen, 
copied in a great meaſure from the anci- 
ents ; it may be poſſible to produce the 
ſame effects by varying the remedies; 
but the manner of applying them 1s by 
no means indifferent : we ſhall be always 
more certain of ſucceſs, if the inteſtines 
are previouſly evacuated, and if the ſpe- 
cific is given ſome time before the pur- 
gative bolus. It 1s to this method that 
we think Madame Nouffer's conſtant ſuc- 
ceſs is to be attributed. 


Her remedy has likewiſe ſome power 
over the Tenia cucurbitina, but as the 
ringsof this worm ſeparate fromeach other 
more eaſily than thoſe of the Tenta lata, 
it is almoſt impollible for it to be expelled 
entire. It will be neceſſary therefore to 
repeat the treatment ſeveral times, till the 
patient ceaſes to void any portions of 
worms, It muſt likewiſe be repeated if 
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after the expulſion of one ſolitary Norm 

another ſhould be generated in the inteſti- 
nal canal. This laſt caſe is ſo rare, that 
it has been ſuppoſed that no perſon can 
have more than one of theſe worms, and for 
this reaſon it has been named ſolitary 
Morm, which being once removed could 
never be renewed or replaced by a ſe- 
cond: but our own experience has prov- 
ed, that this notion is an ill founded pre- 
judice, and we know that ſometimes 
theſe worms ſucceed each other, and that 
ſometimes many of them exiſt together. 
Two living Teniz have frequently been 
expelled from the ſame patient. We had 
three examples of this on the 26th and 
27th of June, and to theſe we may add 
a fourth and ſtill more ſtriking inſtance 
related by M. de Haen (7), of a woman 
who voided eighteen entire Teniæ at 
once. In theſe caſes the ſymptoms are 
uſually more alarming, and the appetite 


r 1 
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(9) Ant. de Haen, Ratio Medendi, tom. viii. 
p- 137. ; 
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becomes exceſſive, becauſe theſe wortns 
derive all their nouriſhment from the 
chyle. If too auſtere and ill judged a 
regimen deprives them of this, they may 
be expected to attack even the mem- 
branes of the inteſtines themſelves. This 
evil is to be avoided by eating frequently. 
Such are the precautions indicated in this 
diſeaſe. The ordinary vermifuge reme- 
dies commonly procured only a palliative 
cure, perhaps becauſe they were too often 
improperly adminiſtered. The efficacy 
of that which we now offer to the public, 
ſeems to be confirmed by experience. It 
was our duty by making it public as ſoon 
as poſſible, to fulfil the benevolent inten- 
tions of our ſovereign, who defires that 
diſcoveries which promiſe to be uſeful to 
his ſubjects, may be made known as ſoon 
as poſſible. —We therefore paſſed ſlightly 
over the natural hiſtory of worms, and 
have dwelt more particularly on that part 
of the ſubject which was the more inter- 
eſting to us, becauſe it related to the 
health of our fellow citizens. So that 
after having deſcribed in a few words, the 
wo 


Fw 


two principal kinds of Tenia, and after 
having diſtinguiſhed the character of each, 
together with the ſymptoms which de- 
note their exiſtence in the human body, 
we paſſed on immediately to the method of 
cure, and to an examination of the re- 
medy propoſed. The experiments that 
we made to aſcertain its efficacy, and to 
point out the nature of its compoſition, 
have been deſcribed with a care and ex- 
actitude which may be thought perhaps 
to be unneceſſarily tedious and minute. 
But we conceived that theſe details were 
the more 1mportant, as this ſpecific for 
the ſolitary Norm, after having been known 
to the ancient Greeks, and recommended 
from time to time by phy ſicians of the 
firſt diſtinction, was fallen, together with 
many others, into oblivion and even 
into contempt, becauſe it had not always 
been given with equal ſucceſs. This 
difference in the reſult ſeems to have 
ariſen on the one hand, from the ſpecific 
itſelf and the manner of adminiſtering 
it, not having been deſcribed with ſuffici- 
ent care; and on the other, from phy- 
ſicians 


tw! 


ſicians having deviated too much from 
the practice of the fathers of medicine, 
without conſidering ſo much as they ought 

to do, that changes the moſt favourable in 
appearance, will often render remedies 
of no uſe, altho former experience may 
have proved them to be poſſeſſed of con- 
ſiderable efficacy. 


Signed at Paris this g1ft of Auguſt, 1775. 
Laſlone 7 
Macquer 
Gourley de la Motte 
A. L. de Juſheu 
J. B. Carburi 
Cadet. 
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A Letter from Dx. BLACKBURNE,: Phyſ- 
cian at Durham, to DR. STIMM ONS, 


Drak SIR, "I 


Your late publication, promiſing a ſpeci- 
fic remedy for a troubleſome and dangerous 
diſeaſe, entitles you to the beſt thanks of the 


public in general, and of the medical world 
in particular; and I am heartily glad that it 


has been ſo favourably received. 


The cpa that are related in it can- 
not be more ſtrongly recommended, than by 
the candour with Which they ſeem to have 
been conducted, the authenticity of their 
vouchers, and the flattering good effects they 


have produced on the patients. I have no 
I 28 doubt 
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doubt but they will excite the truly philoſo- 


phical ſpirit of enquiry, which ſo eminently 
marks this age and country; and induce vs 


alſo to take up the ſubject, and determine the 
ſtandard merit of the medicine, by equally 
© n 


Hitherto, you ſay, you have received no 
communications of this fort from any of our 
_ own countrymen ; and therefore I have the 
leſs heſitation in ſending you all the facts that 
1 have been able to collect, ſince your treatiſe 
firſt turned my attention to the ſubject. Im- 
perfect and few in number as they are, you 
muſt not expect much information from 
them: my end in ſending them will be fully 


anſwered, if they encourage others to more 
accurate obſervations, 


CASE/1. 
The firſt patient I ſaw in this diſeaſe, was 
a labourer of between forty and fifty years of 
age. He complained of a conſtant ſwelling 


* 
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of bis ſtomach and bowels; frequent nauſea, 
particularly in the morning; ſometimes gri- 
ping pains in his bowels, attended with looſe 
ſtools; itching in his ſeat, and general layguor, 
He had paſſed ſeveral ſmall portions of a broad, 
flat, white worm; and had taken many me- 
dicines without relief; but he knew not-what 
Bp were. 1 W 


> * 
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8 Be 8 under the inſpection of a 
very judicious phyſician, according to Mad. 
Noufler's direction; and after the neceſſary 
preparations of the preceding evening, he took 
three drams of the tern-powder at ſix Oelek 
in the morning, and two hours afterwards 
the whole purgati ve bolus. I ſaw him about 
eleven o'clock, and found him complaining of 
exceſſive ſickneſs at his ſtomach, and pains in 
his bowels; a cold ſweat on his forehead, 
aud more diſordered than I have uſually ob- 
ſerved patients to be, from the uſe of the more 
draſtic purgatives. He had had a looſe ſtool 
about nine o'clock ; and after that thought his 
ſtomach ſelt lighter, and that the pain was 


12 lower 


Rnd 
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lower down in TIE belly. About twelve 
o'clock he was relieved by a very large eva- 
ebation, and voided a worm of about ten feet 
long, anſwering exactly to the deſcription of 
the Teria Lata, or Tape- worm, i in the firſt 
plate; only that it was not ſo broad, and 
the rings or joints rather longer, in pro- 
portion to the breadth. It tapered towards 
one end, till it was very ſmall; the head 
could not be diſcerned by the naked eye, and 
it is probable was broken off; but it was not 
examined with a microſcope. The man ſtaid 
two or three days in the hoſpital, and then 
Went away relieved wag all his Ron 
Sbisa 220 
The ſtcond _— under my own ai. 
rechion laſt month; is a caſe. of the Tenia 
Cucurbitina; and as it was preceded by a long 
and tedious illneſs, which might perhaps have 


originated from the fame cauſe, I ſhall give 
you the patient's 2 account of himſelf at full 
length. 


CASE 
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A8 M 


R. F. fiſty- four years of age, of a robuſt 


make, and originally of a ſtrong habit of bo- 
dy, after having lived about four months in 
the iſland of Jamaica, | in the year 1751, was 
ſeized with an intermitting fever, attended 
with oppreſſion at his breaſt, and pains in his 
bowels, with great thirſt, and his tongue co- 
vered every morning with a thick white fur, 
which was ſo troubleſome, that he was obli- 
ged to ſcrape it off with a blunt knife; ſtu- 
por and giddineſs in his head, which laſted 


for a few minutes at a time, with fits of great 


depreſſion of {ſpirits for ſome hours together. 


For theſe diſorders he took many medicines, 
without effect. In, the year, 1753 he com- 
plained of a pain and hardneſs on the right 
ſide of his ſtomach, which hindered him from 
lying upon that ſide. He was told that it 
was an enlargement of his liver; and took 
great quantities of mercurial medicines, but 
without relief, which always purged him vio- 
lently for two days, and brought on a numb- 
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neſs in one of his legs. He feels the ſame 
pain and hardriefs about his ſtomach when 


he gets cold: and it has EI been re- 
5 by RESET» + 
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n. the year 17 $5 5 had a 5 cher : 
extended aver the, whole abdomen, and. fa 
painful that he could not walk, and hardly 
move, and attended with a dytentery ; and 
the year after, a ſcabby eruption broke out 
over bis arms and the inſide, of his thighs. 
Theſe complaints, particularly the weight, 
pain and oppreſſion at his breaft, and pains 


in his. bowels, continued, | in a greater or leſs 
Acre till he returned to England in che 


year, 17 74. 


* 
1 


1 


Soon. after bis return 12 accidentally a. | 
covered, in his ſtools, ſeveral pieces of a flat 
white, worm, 2 about three quarters of an inch 
long, which he took to be diſtinct worms; 
and amongſt theſe, he ſavs, he ance ſaw one 
of. the round worms, or Lumbrici. He im- 
mediately be San a courſe of worm medicines ; 


which 
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which, though they Gd not ke 6 away: the 
ſymptoms, yet gave him ſome. relief, , and : 


brought away ſeveral feet of the worm; which 
encouraged him, by the hopes of a perfect 
cure, to try a great variety of reputed anthel- 
mintics ; the chief of which were calomel;— 
dec. marrubii ;—#thiops mineralis ;—puly, 
ſtanni cum rheo & corallind ;—puly. — 
cum croco & fabina ;—ſpir, Genevenfis ;—&c. 
Meroury had the fs 5 e og be 
fore; and it is remarkable, that while he was 
taking no medicines he uſually paſſed a few 
ſingle joints of the worm every other day; 
but upon taking any of the above- mentioned, 
though they acted as purgatives that day or 
the next, he did not paſs the joints, as uſual, 
till the fourth day, when they came away in 
greater quantity, and along with them pieces 
from five to eight teet * | 


3+: £5 
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He 3 to me 1 the middle of 
March, and then compliance of an uneaſy 
oppreſſion, and gnawing pain at his ſtomach, 

which 
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which was increaſed by turning to one fide 
or the other as he lay in bed, and obliged him 
to lie on his back: it was very troubleſome 
in the morning, but much relieved by chew- 
ing gentian root. He complained alſo of a 
weight and relaxation of his bowels, which 
obliged him to wear a belt to ſupport them; 
had often feveriſh heat and thirſt, ſometimes 
à cold chill feel acroſs his ſhoulders, conſtant 
nervous tremors, wearineſs in his legs, great 
depreſſion of ſpirits, ſtupor and giddineſs in his 
head, and his appetite voracious (he had alrea- 
dy got your publication, and was preparing 
ſome of the root of the male fern from your 
plate and may a | 

On the 24th of March, at fix in the morn- 
ing (after the uſual preparations the evening 
before) he took the full doſe of the ſpecific, and 
two hours after, the bolus without the mer- 
cury, and with fix grains of diagrydium in- 
. Read of ref. jalap. About ten he thought his 
Nomach ſomewhat lighter ; ; and having an 
inclination to Rool, Kur- neglected to take ſix 
drams 


22. 
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drams of Glauber's ſalt till four in the after= 
noon, which had no effect during the evening. 
He was averſe to the injection; and went to 
bed without any evacuation, ſlept all night, 
and at eight o'clock the next morning (the 
25th) repeated three drams of the . ſpecific, 
and two hours after it half an ounce of Glau- 
ber's ſalt. In a quarter of an hour after taking 
the ſalt he paſſed about eight feet of the Te- 
nia Cucurbitina, freſh, as if it had not been 
long dead, and fo, tenacious, that it did not 
ſeparate on being taken up by the middle: it 
reſembled the plate very exactly; the rings or 
joints at one end were about three quarters of 
an inch long, at the other one-third. He had 
ſeveral looſe ſtools in the courſe of the day, 
without any material griping pains ; pafſed no 
more of the worm, but till felt the weight 
at his ſtomach. 


On Friday the 27th, he repeated the full 
doſe of the powder, and the bolus, with refin 
of jalap; and about eleven in the morning 
voided about ten feet more of a worm of the 

K {ame 
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ſame appearance as the former, with reſpect 
to the length, breadth, and tapering of the 
joints. The evacuation was copious, and at- 
tended with little or no griping pain. He 
found himſelf much lighter, and greatly re- 
lieved by this ſecond doſe ; and being ſenſi- 
ble that more was left behind, was eaſily per- 
ſuaded to purſue the cure. Accordingly, on 
Sunday the 29th, I gave him two drams of 
the powder, two drams on Monday, and on 
Tueſday the full doſe of three drams; and 
two hours after the {ame bolus as he had on 
the 27th, with the addition of fix grains of 
calomel. This produced a very large ſtool 
within two hours, which was followed. by ſe- 
veral more in the courſe of the day, conſi- 
ſting of ſeveral pieces of the ſame kind of 
worm, from ſix inches to two feet long, great 
numbers of ſingle joints, ſome whole, and 
ſome half diſſolved, with a vaſt quantity of 
mucus. This bolus cauſed ſevere griping 
pains of the bowels, with prolapſus Recti; 
which had before been the conſequence of mer- 
curial purges. Since that time he is ſurpri- 

ſingly 
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fingly changed for the better, relieved from all 


his ſymptoms, ſays he is quite another man, 
and enjoys better health than he has done for 
twenty years paſt, 


CASE III. 


Robert Hall, a weaver, aged forty-five, - 
complains of a weight at his ſtomach, attended 
with a gnawing pain which 1s moſt ſenſible 
when he awakes in the morning, but ceaſes 
immediately upon taking a piece of bread, 
or any food, His ftomach is ſwelled, and 
hard to the touch ; his belly regular, with 
ſtools, ſometimes looſe, in which he has ob- 
ſerved, for four years paſt, portions of a broad 
flat white worm, from three to eight inches 
long; though he had not the troubleſome ſen- 
ſation in his ſtomach till within theſe nine 
months. Countenance pale, itching in his 
ſeat, pulſe and appetite natural. He has ta- 
ken no medicines ; but has chewed chamomile 
flowers and tobacco for ſome weeks paſt, by 
which he thinks the gnawing pain at his ſto- 
mach is become leſs acute, 2 


K 2 On 
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On Wedneſday April 1ft, in the evening, 
he took the ſoup, and after it the biſcuit and 


wine; and the next morning, at ſix o'clock, 
tree drams of the ſpecific, and the whole pur- 
gative bolus at eight. He had a copious eva- 
cuation before ten, by which he thought his ſto- 
mach ſenſibly relie ved: this was followed by ſe- 
veral more in the courſe of the day; but at- 
tended with Teneſmus and violent griping 
pains in the hypogaſtrium, ſhooting through 
Into his back, and mixed with a ſmall quan- 
tity of blood. About ſeven in the evening he 
paſſed a portion of the Tenia Lata, about five 
inches long, tapering from one end to the 
other, and about one-eighth of an inch broad 
in the middle. His pains ſtill continuing, 
he repeated the powder, with an ounce of 
Glauber's falt, the next morning; and about 
eleven o'clock, a common injection, which, in 
leſs than half an hour, brought away with 
it a vaſt quantity of thick, glutinous, brown- 
coloured mucus, mixed with dead ſkins, ſome 
blood, and excrementitious matter. He was 


immediately relieved from the ſevere griping 
pains ; 
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pains; though his bowels and rectum re- 
mained ſore for two or three days. He is 
now perfectly recovered, and has had no re- 
turn of the pain at his ſtomach, or any other 


compptnunts. 


C A S'E IV. 
| " Adebode Marſhal, aged 8 About 


two years ago, as ſhe was gleaning in a corn 
field, felt an itching, in her ſeat, and pulled 
away from her, with her hand, two or three 
joints of the Tenia Cucurbitina, or gourd- 
worm. Since that time ſhe has parted with 
ſeveral more of the ſame ſort, both in this 
manner and by ſtool. For ſome months paſt 
has complained of a heavy gnawing pain at 
her ſtomach, which is worſt in the morning, 
and ceaſes on eating; appetite voracious; ſleep 
interrupted with frightful dreams; grinding 
of the teeth; feveriſh heat and thirſt ; pulſe 
108 ; belly regular, with griping looſe ſtools, 
mixed, with joints of the worm. 


On 
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On the 24th of April laſt, by the advice of 
ſome of her neighbours, ſhe took from fif- 
teen to twenty grains of the powder of the 
leaves of the greater black hellebore, or ſet- 
terwort, and drank after it ſome mug wort 
tea; and in the courle of that day paſſed, 
firſt fifteen feet, and ſoon after ten feet more, 
of the Tenia Cucurbitina, Two days after- 
wards the ſurgeon who attended her gave her 
a calomel purge, which operated with ſevere 
pains in the bowels, and brought away about 
twelve ſeparate joints, and a imall earth · 
worm. f 


"ny ſaw her on the 28th of April; the com- 
plained much of fever and thirſt, and of pain 
and ſwelling | in her ſtomach and bowels. I 
ordered her to drink plentifully of barley- 
water, with a ſolution of G. Arab. and nitre 
for two days; and then finding the fever a 
good deal abated, I gave her three drams of 
the ſpecific in the morning of the iſt of May, 
at ſix o'clock; at ſeven ſhe had a ſmall ſtool, 
with one joint of the Tenia, and a ſmall 


earth- 


earth- worm; at eight ſhe took half of the 
purgative bolus, and in about half an hour 
afterwards vomited a large quantity of viſcid 
| phlegm; had ſeveral copious evacuations in 
the courſe of the day, but paſſed no more 
portions of the worm. Her ſtools were at- 
tended with ſevere tormina, and an increaſe 
of the feveriſh heat, thirſt, and quick pulſe. - 
However, ſhe was greatly relieved by theſe 
evacuations, ſlept foundly, eat more mode- 
rately, and had not that gnawing pain at her 
ſtomach ; though ſhe till complained of an 
uneaſy weight there, and had ſometimes a re- 
turn of her fever. After a few days I was 
induced, by a continuance of this complaint, 
to repeat two drams of the ſpecific, and to 


ſubſtitute, inſtead of the bolus, a draught of 
Ol. Ricini, diſſolved with the yolk of an egg, 


and mixed in half a pint of barley-water, as 
well to increaſe the bulk of the medicine, as 


to make it leſs nauſeous than the oil itſelf. 
This, though retained with difficulty, had a 
very deſirable effect: it operated with- 
out inducing gripes, or bringing on the fe- 

2 ver; 
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ver; and produced very copious ſtools of of- 
fenſive contents, with a few joints of the Te- 
nia. I repeated it a ſecond time, with the 
fame effect; and the girl now ſays the feels 
none of her former complaints, is chearful 
and happy, and thinks herſelf quite well; 
though it is probable that ſome of the worm 
may ſtill be left behind. 


From theſe inſtances, in which J have en- 
deavoured to do all poſſible juſtice to Mad. 
Nouffer's method, by adhering cloſely to her 
directions, ſometimes even contrary to my 
own judgment, I am of opinion, that the 
fern powder is a good medicine in this diſ- 
order, and worthy the further attention of 
the faculty. 


It has been urged, as an objection, that 
the purgative bolus, and particularly the 
mercury contained in it, would have pro- 
duced all the recited good effects, though the 
powder had never been adminiſtered. I con- 
ſeſs, I am ſo far from being of this opinion, 
that 
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that 1 have confidered the draftic purge as 
an unſafe and dangerous part of the experi- 
ment. In all the above- mentioned caſes, the 
effects of it were conſtantly ſevere; and al- 
though I am ſenſible that a conſiderable ſti- 


mulus muſt be excited in the bowels, to ex- 


pel the worm, even after the powder has act- 
ed ſpecifically upon it; yet all my obſerva- 
tion upon the ſubject induces me to conclude, 
that if the powder has a ſpecific effect, a 


gentler ftimulus will anſwer the purpoſe ; 


and if it has not, that the bolus alone will not 
cure the diſeaſe. In confirmation of this opi- 
nion, I am happy in having accidentally ſome 
reſpectable authority beſides my own. Dr. 
Dunant, of Geneva, a learned and ingenious 
friend of mine, has told me, in his communi- 


cations on the ſubject, that it is the practice 
of that country to ſubſtitute a lohoch of Ol. 


Ricini and manna inftead of the purge ; being 
deterred from the continuance of it, by its 
dreadful effects upon the patient. And Mr. 

James, an accurate and attentive practitioner 
of this city, bad a patient afflicted with what 
| 3 = 
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he recolle&s to have been the Tenia Cucurbiti- 
na, from the ſpecimens I have ſhewn him of 
both kinds of worm, to whom he gave fre- 
quent and various mercurial purgatives for 
three months together, viz. from October 4th, 
1769, to January 4th, 1770; which had in- 

deed brought away great quantities of the 
worm, to the amount of three or more quarts, 
but without any relief of the ſymptoms ; and 
that the laſt doſe ſhe took before ſhe left the 


city, produced as copious an evacuation, and 
of the ſame kind as the firſt. 


It becomes philoſophers to receive novelties 
with caution and diffidence, to keep them- 
ſelves unfettered by prejudice, and to form no 
opinion that is not ſanctified by repeated ex- 
perience. 


Act pev evpuruc: xaxo prya, EI d ov. 


I remain, with great truth, 
Dear Sir, 
Your obliged friend and ſervant, 


Durham, May 24, 1778. Tho. BLACKBURNE. 
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s II. 


Extra of a Leiter from Dx. DUNCAN, 
Phyjician at Edinburgh, to DR. STMM ONS. 


Since I ſaw your account 
of the Tenia, I have had occafion to treat only 
one caſe of the kind. A woman, for the ; 
ſpace of thirty years, had at times diſcharged 

fragments of Tenia, and had tried a great 
variety of different medicines ; by means of | 


ſome of theſe remedies large portions of 
the worm had been brought away, but 
without effeQing a cure. About the begin- 
ning of laſt September ſhe applied at the 
diſpenſary. I ordered for her, a dram of 
the Fern powder to be taken at ſeven o'clock 
in the morning, and an electuary, conſiſting 
of three grains of calomel and as much gam- 
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boge, with an ounce and a half of cream of 
tartar, to be begun four hours afterwards, 
and taken by repeated doſes, at ſhort inter- 
vals, till a catharſis was induced. The conſe- 
quence of this was the diſcharge of different 
fragments of the tenia lata. Aſter an interval 
of a few days, a ſecond doſe of the Fern pow- 
der and purgative were given; but no more 
| fragments of the worm were brought away. 


Several months have now elapſed ſince 
thoſe medicines were exhibited, and the woman 


not only continues free from all the fymptoms 
which the prefence of the Tenia had before oc- 
caſioned but has never fince been obſerved to 


diſcharge the fmalleſt portion of it. 


This is the ſubſtance of the caſe, the hiſtory 
of which I have given ſomewhat more at length 
in the volume of medical caſes and obſerva- 
tions I have lately publiſhed. A few days ago 
I received a letter from Dr. Ogilvy of Forfar, 
informing me of his having uſed this medicine 
with ſucceſs, To a man who had been for 


many 
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many years afflicted with the Tenia, he gavetwo _ 
drams of the Fern powder early in the morning, 
and, four hours afterwards half a dram of ja- 
lap and ten grains of calomel exhibited in the 
form of a bolus. This was not productive of 
the deſired effect; but a few days afterwards 
the ſame doſe was repeated, and by means of 
it, a Tenia brought away, {cemingly alive, and 
meaſuring about a yard and a half in length. 


Theſe are the only two caſes, in which I ' 
have heard of the Fern powder's being uſed 
againſt the Tenia jn this country. Believe me, 
with a ſincere eſteem, 
| Dear Sir, 

Your affectionate Friend, 
ANDREW DUNCAN. 
Edinburgli, Tune 5, 1778. 
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